RELIGION AND THE STATE
power to do mischief, even had they the inclina-
tion, as the Ulema of Islam. Time was when
they had the power and showed the inclination.
For fifteen centuries, Europe too had its Ulema,
who meddled in politics, and it was precisely
during the Dark Ages, during the time when
Roger Bacon languished in prison, and Giordano
Bruno burned at the stake, that the Arabs sur-
passed their contemporaries in science and in
culture* Who does not recall the heartfelt cry
of Philip Augustus, when he writhed under the
penalties of the Interdict: " Ah, happy Saladdin !
He has no Pope over him. I, too, will turn
Mohammedan!" Then, at length, Europe
threw off the tyranny of the cowl, and in
the four centuries which have since elapsed
more progress has been made than during the
twelve centuries preceding its emancipation.
Nor let us lose sight of the fact that the
two nations which were the first to throw oft
their allegiance stand to-day in the forefront of
power and of progress.
This is the very serious lesson which the
Young Turks must take to heart and which, by
force or otherwise, they must bring home to the
reactionary element in the Ulema, compelling
their recognition of the certainty of European
intervention, and with it the end to all ambitions
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